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January 22 


that ruled Afghanistan until 
being ousted by a U.S.-led 
coalition in 2001 


Jan 20 —KABUL. 

Afghanistan (AP) - The 
U S military insisted 

Tuesday it had killed fi\e 
armed militants in a 
weekend airstrike in 
southern Afghanistan, 
countering claims by 
gov eminent officials that 
the strike hit 11 civilians, 
including women and 
children. 


Jan 21 -George W Bush 
bn made a robust defence 
ui his administration's 
iccord in his third State of 
the Union address since 
becoming US president. 


understandable, comforting 
- and false." 


Crowds of armed men 
emerged from nearby 
compounds after the 
airstrike and the American 
forces, accompanied by 
Afghan troops, withdrew to 
avoid a major battle. 


The president urged 
Congress to renew 

controversial anti-terrorism 
laws that critics say 
damage civ il liberties 


He insisted that his foreign 
policies.,- including die 
invasiop of Iraq, had made 
Americans - and the world 
- safer. 


"We must continue to give 
homeland security and law 
enforcement personnel 
even tool they need to 
defend us." he insisted 


Tuesday "We buried all 
these civilians They were 
not Taliban They were 
simple villagers." 


US officials vowed to 
review the procedures for 
airstnkes after killing 15 
Afghan children in two 
raids last month, drawing 
strong protests from 
Afghan officials and the 
U m ted Nations 


An AC-130 gunship killed 
five men leaving a 
compound where Taliban 
leaders gathered Saturday 
in the Char Chino Valley, 
said Lt Col Bryan 
Hilferty. a US. military 
spokesman He said U S 
special forces had 
surrounded the compound 
to arrest suspected Taliban 
when the strike was called 


was obvious - it would be 
dangerously wrong to 
change the leader during a 
tune of war 


He also emphasised his 
domestic agenda, with an 
upbeat assessment of ilk 
strength of the l 5 
economy 


Some 200 people from the 
Char Chino district, about 
250 miles southwest of the 
capital, met with the 
governor of Uruzgan 
prov ince to protest the 
deaths, said Rahman, the 
district's government chief. 
He added that residents 
were in mourning and had 
stopped playing music at 
the local bazaar 


Mr Bush said the use of 
force in Afghanistan and 
Iraq had paid dividends 
elsewhere. persuading 
Libya to abandon its 
programme to develop 
weapons of mass 
destruction 


Pie speech, which was 
waickd on television by 

million* of Americans, came 
a day a'tei the contest to find 
a Di.nvvi.itic presidential 
challenge! w. - thrown open 

by iIk s • ise win of 

Senator loi 1 Kerry at 

Monday's U a caucus 
gatherings 


But Afghan officials 

continued to insist that the 
latest raid had killed 
civilians. 


The speech is being seen 
as Mr Bush setting out his 
case for re-election in 
November. before a 
challenger emerges. 


The provincial governor, 
Jan Mohammed Khan, 
confirmed Rahman's 
account Monday 

American commanders 
and Afghan officials are 
desperately trying to 
improve security in the 
lawless south and east 
ahead of summer 
elections, a key step in 
the two-vear drive to 
stabilize the country 


Taking a sideswipe at 
opponents of the Iraq 
invasion. Mr Bush said 
"America will never seek a 
permission slip to defend 
the security of our 
country " 


"America this evening is a 
nation called to great 
responsibilities And vve 
are rising to meet them." 
Mr Bush told a joint 
session of Congress 


"Our aircraft did not 
engage noncombatants." 
I liberty said "We clearly 
identified and engaged five 
armed adult males in the 
open." 


Violence continued in the 
area Tuesday morning with 
the death of two Afghan 
soldiers and three civilians 
in a mine blast. 

The area is considered a 
hotbed of Taliban activity 


Mr Bush said tU war on 
terrorism K launched 
following the <. os on New 
York and \ v a- un.ton was 
far from ■ v 


"We have not come all this 
way - through tragedy and 
trial and war - only to 
falter and leave our work 
unfinished " 


But Afghan officials assert 
the airstrike killed four 
men. four children and 
three women in the village 
of Saghatho. 


He added "Let us be 
candid about the 
consequences of leaving 
(former Iraqi leader) 
Saddam Hussein in power 
Had vve failed to act. the 
dictator's weapons of mass 
destruction programmes 
would continue to this 
dav " 


"Twent' .I'jv months have 
passed -r.Cv September II. 
20''I ner two years 
wit 'i an attack on 
Anvo. an soil - and it is 
tei'ic t i ■ o believe that the 
dan behind us." Mr 

Bus ui. "That hope is 


Hilferty said U S forces 
called in the airstrike 
Saturday when armed men 
moved toward special 
forces troops surrounding 
the compound to arrest 
suspected members of the 
hardline Taliban movement 


"I think they (the 
\merieans) made a 
mistake." local official 
Abdul Rahman told The 
Associated Press on 


The BBC's Justin Webb in 
Washington says that 
although Mr Bush did not 
say it in so many words, 
the sense of this speech 


About 60 people have 
been killed in violence 
since the ratification of a 
new constitution Jan 4. 


Jan 2 T'-Japan's main 
opposition leader has 
said Prime Minister 
Junichiro Koizumi 

should resign over his 
decision to send troops to 
help rebuild Iraq. 


to defend themselves, 
"legitimate self-defence 
is totally different from 
the use of force under a 
state order" He has 
argued that the 
controversial troop 
deployment is needed as 
part of Japan's role in the 
international community 


Jan 20th—BRUSSELS "This is part of the 
(Reuters) - Military experts campaign to convince allies 
will press NATO envoys of the value of PR Is and 
this week to quicken the encourage them ro get 
drive for an expansion of involved." said the NATO 
the international official, who asknot to 

peacekeeping operation in be named 

Afghanistan ahead of 

elections in June, an There are now eight PR fs - 
alliance official said- - groups of soldiers vvlio 

Tuesday. A resurgence of carry out small 
attacks by Taliban militia development protects or 
in lawless provinces provide seen uv foi aid 
beyond the capital. Kabul — workers in Afghanistan — 
where NATO runs a five of which are led bv the 
pcackecping force of 5.700 United States, 

troops - has cast doubt 

over plans for the country s NA'IO so far commands 
first tree presidential poll onlv one of the teams, a 

large one of 17' i troops led 
by Germany in the northern 
city of Kunduz Italy plans 
to lead another. and 
Norway is looking at where 
it could set up a team with 
Sweden and possibly both 
Finland and Britain 


three countries will pool 
experience and help 
thinking at NATO before 
vve approve a final 
operation plan in March." 
said one NATO diplomat 


One senior diplomat said 
setting up PRTs under the 
command of NATO s 
Kabul-based I ntcmational 
Security Assistance Force 
(1SAF) would be simple 
enough. but prov idmg 
forces across the country to 
protect them would be a far 
bigger challenge 




Naoto Kan of the 

Democratic Party of 
Japan (DPJ) said Mr Self-Defense Forces to a 

Koizumi had violated war zone for what he 

Japan's pacifist says is peace." Mr Kan 

constitution said "There is no doubt 

that this breaks the 
"We want to strongly principles of the 

demand his resignation, constitution and is 
he said in a parliament unconstitutional 
session which became a 

shouting match Mr "You are not suitable to 

Koizumi said the troops be this country's prime 

would be withdrawn minister," he told Mr 

from the town of Koizumi Japan has 

Samawah if "a battle" already dispatched three 

broke out there advance teams to Kuwait 

and the southern Iraqi 
city of Samawah ahead 
of its planned 
deployment of the core 
contingent of troops by 
March 


Opinion polls published 
on Monday suggested 
that the Japanese public 
was still divided over Mr 
Koizumi's decision to 
send troops to Iraq. 


l don t think vve vc 
realized that vve are going 
from a patrolling infantry 
operation in Kabul to a 
much larger military 
operation that would 
require between 3.000 and 
5.000 extra troops and a 
whole range of support 
machinery," lie said 


A weekend poll by 
Japan's influential Asahi 
Shimbun daily found that 
48% of respondents 
opposed the deployment, 
down from 55% in the 
previous poll carried out 
in December 


To widen the security net. 

NATO wants to take 

command of military teams 
in 12 urban areas by the 
middle of the y ear, but it is 
faced with reluctance from 
militarily stretched member 
states to offer troops and Allies have been 

costly resources such as debating lor weeks 

helicopters. whether there should be 

a "one size fits all" 
Military and Afghanistan concept f»r PRTs and 
policy officials from whether o follow the 
Britain. Germany and the U S model, which 

United States will focuses on hard security, 

Wednesday brief or the German model, 

ambassadors at NATO on which mixes civilian 
the Provincial reconstruction experts 

Reconstruction Teams with soldiers 

(PRTs) their countries have 

already set up. "The briefing from the 


Military experts say 
NATO will need to set 
up a cluster of forward 
operating bases with 
helicopters both across 
the country and on its 
borders to protect the 
PRTs Given the 
embarrassing struggle it 
had last year to find 
enough helicopters even 
for the Kabul operation 
this could be a tall order 


Critics teal that the 
Japanese t< rce - set to 
total 1,000 troops - may 
get drawn into the 
conflict in Iraq, in 
contravention of Japan's 
constitution, which only 
allows Japanese troops to 
use self-defence. "The 
prime minister is sending 


The poll said 40% 
supported the move, up 
from 34%. A similar 
survey by Kyodo news 
agency found that 516% 
of respondents were 
against the deployment, 
while 42.8% backed Mr 
Koizumi's decision 


Mr Koizumi said that the 
troops would be carrying 
out humanitarian work, 
and if they were forced 
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Jan 19th—AFP 

Afghanistan's powerful 
northern commander 

General Abd al-Rashid 
Dostum has revealed he is 
seeking a senior military 
position in President 
Hamid Karzai s 

government His comments 
came as . fresh fighting 
between US-led forces and 
suspected Taliban fighters 
left one rebel dead and 
three US soldiers wounded 
on Sundav. 


Taliban Northern Alliance 
fighters who now dominate 
Karzai s government 


Jan l9th~AP - President 
Hamid Karzai ordered the 
release Sundav of more 
former Taliban fighters, a 
highly symbolic move that 
could boost his standing 
and undermine holdouts 
from the ousted hardline 
Islamic regime. Karzai 
issued a decree saving all 
Afghans detained at the 
northern Sheberghan prison 
and not considered 
dangerous should be set 
free immcdiatelv 


place in June under a new 
post-Taliban constitution 
Karzai has said repeatedly 
that only a handful of 
Taliban leaders were to be 
regarded as terrorists, 
appealing to rank-and-file 
supporters to throw their 
energy into reconstructing 
the impoverished country 


Efforts to disarm and 
demobilise Junbish and 
Jamiat fighters have been 
under way since November 
under a pilot disarmament, 
demobilisation and 

rehabilitation programme 


central government in an 
attempt to pull them out of 
the north and curb their 
rivalry which frequently 
erupts into deadly clashes 
between their respective 
militias 

An Uzbek general. Dostum 
controls the Junbish-i- 
Mclli-i-lslami party 

(National Islamic 

Movement) and leads a 
majority Uzbek militia 
known for its ferocity 
during the Soviet 
occupation of Afghanistan 


The released prisoners 
could also bolster his 
standing in the former 
Taliban strongholds in 
southern Afghanistan, 
where anti-government 
insurgents have launched a 
string of deadly attacks 
since the constitution was 
passed, killing at least 45 
people 

It was unclear when 
Pakistanis held at 
Sheberghan also might be 
freed. Luddin said thev 
were a "separate case" 
whose fate would be 
decided later 


The disarmament of 
militias loyal to regional 
commanders is a critical 
issue for Karzai s 
government, as it seeks to 
extend its control into the 
provinces 


over 

Thousands of fighters 
captured when U S and 
allied Afghan forces pushed 
the Taliban out of power 
were disarmed and sent 
home to their villages. Many 
more . were killed. 


"The post is not important 
but I would like to work 
with the government." 
Dostum told reporters on 
Sunday in Slurbirghan city 
in the northern province of 
Jawzjan 

"I will ask Karzai to 
appoint me as defence 
minister, army chief-of- 
staff or give me a military 
position with 20.000 
soldiers." Dostum said 


It was unclear how manv 
inmates were affected. 
Local officials said the jail 
holds more than 400 
suspected Afghan Taliban 


Dostum was in Sheberghan 
on Sunday to open a new 
non-government television 
station. Aina TV. which 
will broadcast to the main 
northern prov inces of 
Jawzjan. Balkh. Faryaband 
Sari Pul 

Meanwhile, a rebel was 
killed and three US soldiers 
injured in a weekend attack 
on an American base in 
central Afghanistan by 15 
fighters using heavy 
machine guns and 
grenades. 

The three US troops were 
hit by shrapnel during 
fighting on Sunday at the 
base of the US-led force in 
Deli Ravvood in troubled 
central Uruzgan province, 
military spokesman ‘ people suffer and jailing 

Lieutenent Colonel Bryan, them without reason is 
Hilfertv said in Kabul--- 


But hundreds remained in 
the jails of commanders from 
the Northern Alliance faction 
such as Abdul Rashid 
Dostum, the ethnic Uzbek 
warlord w hose power base is 
Sheberghan 


The government hopes the 
move, like the return of 
millions of Afghans from 
exile and the release last 
week of dozens of 
Pakistanis who fought with 
the Taliban, will help heal 
the wounds left bv the 
latest episode in the 
country s almost quarter- 
centurv of conflict 


Muhammad controls the 
largely Tajik Jamiat-i- 
Islami force. 

Following the fall of the 
Taliban regime in late 
2001. Dostum was 
appointed deputy defence 
minister In nud-2002. he 
left the role and became a 
special adv iser to Karzai on 
northern Afghanistan. 


Dostum s spokesman. 

Faizullah Zaki. said Sunday 
that Karzai s decree would 
be respected but declined to 
comment further 


On Saturday. Karzai said 
he was open to giving 
Dostum a senior position 
"If he asks for a higher 
position in the Ministry of 
Defence, it is a. legitimate 
request and we are thinking 
about it." he said. 


Forty-nine were released 
Thursday in a gesture of 
goodwill after the visit of 
Pakistani Prime Minister 
Zafarullah Khan Jamali 
Jamal i pledged to free 
Afghans in Pakistani jails 


Luddin said the release was 
unrelated to a request from 
Dostum for a top job at the 
Defense Ministrv 


Pakistan s deputv 

ambassador. Abdel Hamid 
Afridi. said then that more 
than 500 Pakistanis remain 
in Afghan prisons, most of 
them in Sheberghan 


Since October. Kabul 
officials had said they were 
considering offering 

Dostam and Ins rival. Tajik 
commander Atla 

Muhammad, posts in the 


Junbish has long been 
fighting to control northern 
Afghanistan with Jamiat-i- 
Islanu. principally 

composed of former anti- 


The prisoner release is the 
latest attempt by Karzai to 
ease tensions ahead of 
presidential elections to take 


the 11 killed when a US air 
strike targeted the Afghan 
village of Saghatho in 
Charcheno district. 

The alleged deaths came a 
day after US forces had 
entered the village in 
search of Taleban fighters. 


in Kabul says Oruzgan. 
north of the city of 
Kandahar, is known to be a 
stronghold of Taleban 
support. 

Around 11.000 US-led 
forces arc searching for 
Taleban and al-Qacda 
suspects in southern and 
eastern Afghanistan 


Terrorist 


compound 


But Lieutenant Colonel 
Bryan Hilfertv said on 
Tuesday: "Currently we 

have no indications that 

civilians were killed in that 
incident." 

Five armed militants were 
fleeing a "known terrorist 
compound" after attending 
a mid-level Taleban 
leadership meeting on 

Saturday night when a US 

AC-130 aircraft opened fire 
on them. he said. 
The BBC s Andrew North 


Afghans say that several 
thousand civilians have 

been killed in US-led 
attacks since the campaign 
against Taleban forces 
began. 

In early December, six 

Afghan children died 

during a US assault in 

eastern Paktia province 


I hey will be training i 
under the Forces military ' 
training assistance 

program, which teaches 
foreign military officers ' 
languages, peacekeeping | 
techniques, civil-military 
relations and other skills I 


But a US spokesman said 
coalition forces only fired 
on five armed men 


A group of ten officials 
from the Afghan 
National Army began 
training courses Friday in 
Canada 

F.ight officers started an 
eighteen-week English 
course in St-Jean, Que. 
while two others, who 
already speak English, 
started a 16-week course 


in Ottawa to prepare then 
to be English Language 
Instructors They are the 
first of 75 Afghan Army 
members due to come to 
Canada during the next 
three years to study 
English and learn 
explosive disposal 

techniques 

After a generation of 


American officials are keen 
to deflect any fresh 
allegations of civilian 
deaths, after dozens died in 
two US-led attacks in 
December. 

Governor Jan Mohammad 
Khan told the BBC that 
four children were among 


Last year, more than 900 
foreign soldiers trained 
in Canada under the 
program 


t lie next day. nine more 
died in a field in Ghazni 
province after a US air 
attack. 


Jan 20 —Wahdat.org - 
Haji Mohaqiq along with 
hundreds of supporters 
arrived in Lyce Hibibiya 
at 10am which is one of 
the voter registration 
centers He registered 
himself as a voter of the 
3rd district of Kabul, 
karte-char After 

registering, he answered 
questions from BBC, 


Jan 21—The court in the 
trial of Peru's disgraced 
former intelligence chief is 
to call on the director of the 
CIA to testify on his 
relationship w ith him 


Afghanistan, I also have 
the right to ask my 
fellow ethnic Afghans to 
vote for me" He 
followed by saying "1 am 
going to prove that being 
Hazara is no longer 
crime in this country and 
one Hazara can also 
contest for the 
presidency of 

Afghanistan." 


Prosecutors have said that 
ev idcnce shows 

Montcsinos had CIA 
support 


VOA and Radio Azadi 
correspondents. 


intelligence service. George 
Tenet, will be called bv the 
court at the request of 
Montcsinos' defence 

lawyer, the trial judge said 
on Tuesdav 


Ustad Mohaqiq has also 
announced that he will 
be a probable candidate 
in the upcoming 

presidential elections and 
that he will be one of the 
strong contestants. He 
said that "As a Hazara 
and a citizen of 


But Montcsinos' lavvver 
has denied any irregular 
relations with the CIA as 
well as the "gun-running" 
charges. 


Vladimiro Montcsinos is 
accused of involvement in 
the smuggling of 10.000 
rifles from Jordan to 
members of the Colombian 
rebel group FARC 


Robert Gorelick. the C IA 
Lima station chief in 1999 
will also be called upon bv 
the court. AFP news 
agency reported. 


The director of the US 
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